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THE 


PREFACE 


HE Light of the Day of GOD Aimighty, 1s arijan 

upon us in our day 3 and the ſhmmess forth tl ere- 

of, 15 with great clearneſs and force, run as the 

Sun at noon-daay , and many are come to the £/0- 
rious Appearance thereof, and to ralk m 1ts Light nth 
much joyfulneſs : for, as the 11iſe man ſara, The Lightts 
iweet, and a pleaſant thing it 15 tor the Eye to behold 
the Sun : Ard fo fully rs onr Morning-Sun now ap- 

\peared, that the Upright in heart may walk and not ftum- 
ble, and the focr in ſpirit may run the path of Life, and 
not fall ; for, indeed we may ſay the Night ts ſpent, and 
the Day ts come 3 therefore let "us nalk in the Day, and put 
on the Armour of Light as meny as are made the Chilaren 
thereof. 

And where the Light of this Sun ts ariſen, and in whoſe 
lcarts it ſpineth, it cannot but grve ſome Teſtimony through 
ſuch an one, of its onn Glory, Vertues and Excellency, to 
them that ſit yet in darkneſs and m the bondage of Cor- 
ruption, that they alſo may ſee the ſame Light and Glory 
ariſe on thur Tabernacle : for tis the property of this ſþ1- 
ritual heavenly Light, to ſhine forth out of darkneſs, and 
zo prue light 70 ſuch as have long ſate in Garknels, that ' 
their ſouls may live, and be refreſhed with the Light of the 
Living 3 And fer this cauſe do we labour and ſhend, and 
are ſpent , accounting nothing tco dear for us , that the 
Liyht of Truth may ſhine abroad and guide the Upright in 
the perfeit way, till the Elett ” gathered into the paſture 


The race 


of Eternal Life, and the Sun ſo eltvated on the Firma- 
ment of Joy and Praiſes, never to go down, but the ſaying 


fulfilled , There ſhall be no night, but the light of the 


Sun ſhall be as the light ot ſeven dayes. 

Theſe following Teſtimonies nere written at divers 
trges, 4s the Lord drew forth my ſpirit through the mo- 
trons of his Life in me ; ſome of them, ſome years ſence 5 
and being caſt by among bundels of Manuſcripts, and now 
lately come to my {gu , and looking them over, 1 have 
thought good to ſend them abroad, as being of ſervice to 
many: And thts ts the Occaſion and End of my preſent 
publiſhing theſe things. And to the Judgment of the Spa 
rit of God in all the Saints, do I commend my Labours, 
and my ſelf to be approved ; 


Il'ho am a Friend to all men. 


Weſtmoreland, the 25th of E. B. 
the 7th Month, 1661. 
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CHEAP I 
A TesTiMoONY concerning LIFE and DEATH» 
with ther ſeveral Fruts and EffeRs diſtinguiſhed. 


Here is only Life and Dcath, and there 1s but only 
Life and Death in the whole Creation, that ruleth 
and reipneth, in, and among, and over all the Cl1/- 
dren ot men ; and all the( hildren of men vyon the 
face of the Parth are under the Government and Dominion 
of Life, or of Death, in whatloever they are, an in waatlo- 
ever they do;z and Life or Death hath the Rule and Govern- 
ment in every Cteatute, in every Exerciſe, whether of Yorks 
or Words ; and all People upon the Earth are lubject to the Go- 
aernmext of one, or the other, and bring forth the Fruits and 
Works in obedience to Life or to Death, and (ſhews them for 
in viſible appearance, Now theſe two, b& wit ) Life and 
Death, are comrary one to the other, in erg, 11 nature, in | 
works and fruits ; and each of thele are known and diſtin- 
ouithed the one from the other, in being, in nature, in 
fruits and effefts, which diverſly they bring forth in this 
World; andeach of them hath a Kingdom and Government 
in himſelf, ciſtin& from, and contrary each to other ; and each 
of them have their ſeveral Sub;eats, which alſo are contrary in 
birth and gereration, in qualit Y and kind 3 OVCI Which they le 
and govern, and to Whom they give cGiſtir&t Portions and 
Heirthips in this World, and hereafter : And where Life rules 
and reigns, Death is held 1n captivity and bondage; and where 
Death /rves, the Life dies ; and where one of thele brings forth 
frat, the other 1s barren , tor they agree not in one, but are in 
all things contrary : and ihe SubjeQts ot the one ate alwayes op- 
poſing and ſiri21»g againtt the ubjeEts of the other : And be- 
tween Life and Dearh there is continual war and {rife among 
the Creatures, who are the Subjects of the one of them, in 
whatſoever man 1s, and in What he Coth. 
Firſt, concernin? Life 1 will ſpeak, Life was in the be- 
vinning with God, and 1s Withour Ceſcent, and God is Life 


19 himitelf, withaut beginning OL ending of time, place, or matter; 
ard 
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and Life put forth it ſelf out of its inviſible being , into werk 
and ation in th2 bzginning ot the World, and appeared in vi- 
ible opera:4095 and works, and brought forth all Creatures, and 
all things,into vitidle appearances ; and Life was the Author of 
all, the Bezinning and Foundation of all ; and Life was and is 
that Being an! Vertue of all things tac are, and it was the Joy 
and Deiigh: of all things that it (elf brough: torth ; for all 
Things an Crearnres fubiilted hugh at, and ic give brexh 
an4 /;*e to all Crentures ; and Life ble: them all, and in 1: 
were all Cicatures at K :i:y, being framed and brougte tne 
vilibility, and for the peaſure 07 Lite, waich was all in 2il in 
the beginning - and th:re was 2 {We<t conmrrance and harm::y 
in the wiole Crextion throvwh the pawer and reing Of Life n 
the midit of all Creatures, tnrovgh witch the waole Creatnn 
was made and frame. oy the Eternal Word of Lite, and 
through waich they Roo and aid remnn in bleſſednejs ; ani 
Life ruled and reign2d in every Creature that was brought 
forth, and was the glory and fubltance therent: for Life was 
and 1s tit only begotten ol the Father, the S2» and the Herr of 
the Everlaſting Father, his expreſs [mage an.| Brightneſs ; being 
oxe With the Father, not (ſeparated or divided from him. 

And as for Death, it was not yet knoivn, nor had it any 
place in the Creation ; it had yet received no Power, nor 
Kingdom,nor Government, neither was it in being : But Life 
was all, over all, ehroug" all, and in all, in the beginning, be- 
fore diſobedrence and tranſgreſſun entered to war againit Life p 
But Life was Prince, Ruler and Governour, in and over all 
the works of the Creator. And Life in its Being is God, and 
God is Life; and in its Government, and Fruits, and Eftects, 
is Parity, Righteouſneſs, Truth, Holineſs, Meckneſs, and all the 
works that are juſt andequal according to God, and like Him, 
and which ſhewes him forth in the Creation ; and this was,and 
it Was thus in the begining, before D-«th entred into the World, 
or had a Kingdom; But it is written, the Devil abode not in the 
Truth, but went out of the Trath ; and h2 is the king of Death, 
and hath the power of 1t; he went out of the Power of God, 
and out of the Life, by which all things was made and created, 
and abode not in the Tr«ch, nor in the Life, to live, and at, 


and ſpeak in that, but defired to be, and became to be wr 
thing 


- 
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thing of himſelf without Cod ; and he ſpoke of himſelt,, and 
ated Gt himielf, Without the Power anc! Life, and alto con- 
etrary to the Power and Life of the Creator, being ſeparated 
from it, and become a diltindA being of himielt ; and « way 2n h- 
Ving lot n18 ſtate an q farſt c97: dition, thus became an Encmy W 
Life and Truth, ani became the King of Death; and he was 
the tirlt of Dearh's race, and ! & holds the Power of it unto this 
day ; he being gone out of the Truth, and out of the Power 
and Lite of God, and become a diſtinct being of himiclt, 
having a Kingdom of his own to promote in oppolitian to the 
Kingdom of God. Then he drew mankind out of the Power 
and 1rath, and Life: beguiled Eve and Adam, as you readin 
the Scriptures, and the y lolt the Life & Power (even all ferling 
of 1t, and comfort init) by which they were created and made”; 
and they Tr trantgretled and acted contrary to the Life and 
Poxer, and acted of themſelves,and ſpake of themſelves,with- 
out the Power and Life of their Creator, being ſeparated fro: N 
it; and were and did ſomething of themſelves without God the 
Creator : and then the Power and Life calt them out of all 
Peace, Joy, and Happinels, into the Earth, and into Death ; 
and Death became King and Prince over mankind : And they 
had no more poſſeſſion ot Life, nor bleſſedneſs by 1 it 1n their ſepa- 
rated eitate, neither did it any longer re:gx.in them ; but the 
having tranſgreſled azainlt the Life, and acted of themſelves 
and ſpoken of themſelves, without the leadiugs and moavings of 
the Life. this was their tran{gretlion ; They went out ot the 
Power and Life in all motions and attions, and then Life drove 
them forth of 1ts Good Pleaſure into the Earth, :eparate from 
its vertues and pedfe, and into Death, Which 15 contrary to 1t 
ſelf, to live in a»gm[h and ſorrow : ad fo when the Devil was 
One out of the Truth, and had led AMarnkind out of the Truch, 
and out of Life, and ther eby they were al! ſeparated from 
Life, and drove out from God,out of his pleaſnreginto his wrath; 
Then became Death to have a being i in Mankind, and great a«- 
thority, and not before ; and then Death began his Kingdom 11 
the V Vorld, and over it, and he ſet up his Rule and Govern- 
ment 1n, and among, and over all the Children of men. 
And {o from Tran/ preſſion _ Death,thac was uts Fegints 
an 
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Man having rranſerefled againlt the Life that brovght him 
forth ; and bcing teparated tiom Life, then Death took place, 
and | its Kin dom was eftabliſhed over the World, and in all 
te Chiluren of men, in opp olnon to Life, and its Govern- 
ment and Kingcom | ; and Death i12:gns fiom Adam, (19 taith 
the Scripture ) and the Life was tranigrefled ay ozinkt, and (6 
provoked intv an abtence, 2n4 to vitharaiv it ſelt in: 0 imvifihi- 
{ity from the enjoyment of Manein, that 1t ſhouly Not be felt 
nor perceived of Him to comfort 11m ; and then the whole 
body of Death came upon Man, to /-a4 his Conlcience and ver 
his Soul : and Dexth, and only Death hath a Picheminence 
over all in Tranſgrethon, an 15 eltabluhed into a Kingdom, 
over finful Subjects, wio are under its Command ; and hath 
its Rule and Government, and brings torth its Works and 
Fruits in Mankind, contrary to Lije, and in oppottion to it, 
and to its Kingdom an4 Power, and oppoteth the Kingdom 
and Power of Life (the Creator;) and in its Nature, and all its 
Fruits and V Vorks, it 1s contrary and oppolite to Life, and its 
V Vorks and Fruits ; and through Dearth 1s the whole Creati- 
on en 4ts exerciſe by Man perverted trom the 11ght uſe and 
end ordained of Got! : and out of Dearth proceedeth all Ev il, 
as Lying, Swearin | Drunkenneſ ; and Whoredom, Pride \ Strife, 
and every evrl WR, 4i6* word : Thele things are the Fiuits anc 
VVorks of Death; and Death 2overns the Children of men 
in the practice of all theſe things ; andin trantgrefſion Death 
lives, and acts, and ſpeaks through Men and V Vomen; and 
Death rules in them, and hath perverted them in all their 
Wayes; for they have given their Power to it, and it wholly 
captivates them, and 1s eitablithea over them, and hath the 
dominion :n them, and Lafe 1s fivallowed up of it: And this 
Kingdom of Death oppolſerh God, and th: Kingdom of Life, 
and exalts it ſclf againlt Life, and hath its operation in the 
Creature, 11 all manner of uxrighteenſuef, bringing forth daily 
fuch words, works, frauts and effects, as doth opprets and is a 
burden unto the Life,and unto the Cod of Life and Dearh;and 
its Kingdom doth continually waT and (tive againſt Life and 
its Kingdom, and the oxe oppoleth the orber through all Gene- 


rations hnce the beginning : for the Devil 1s "the King of 
Death 


with their ſeveral Frutts and Effefts. I' 
Deeh, and hath the power of it, and he is King in its Govern- 
ment,and Ruler in its Dominion ; and this is the ſtate of all the 
Children of men in Tranſgretfſion, Death rules, and the king- 
dom of Death reigns in them, and it brings forth curſed frairs 
through them, and they are ſmb;efts thereof, and in obedience 
thereunto in all things : And through Dearh,which hath power 
over them, are they teparated from Life, and have no part not 
portion therein, becauſe of Death, that hath ſeparated them, 
and vailed and clouded them, and loads their Conſciences. 
But now the Promiſe of the God of Life, is, to reſtore Aar- 
kixd out of Death and Darkneſs, and thar Life ſhall reign agarn, 
and ſubdue Death, and deftroy it and its Kingdom, and ſwallow it 
wp; and this is the Promite of the Father : For, in traxfgreſſt- 
#1 Death hath ſubdued Life,and overcome it in Mankind ; But 
in the Reſtoration, Life thall ſwallow up Death, and ſubdue it, 
and overcome it : and this comes to paſle through the riſfins 
again of Life from under Death, which hath held ic in bondage; 
and Life that made the World in the beginning, and gave to 
all things life and ſwbſtarce, as I have ſaid ; which Liſe, in its 
meaſure in Mankind, hath been overcome and ſwallowed up 
in Trayſpreſſion : That Life (hall appear, though in another 
manner of appearance than it did in the beginning ; for then 
it appeared freely of it ſelf without oppotition, and brought 
forth the firſt Creation ; But now it doth appear through great 
opp2ſition,and through all that doth oppoſe it in this ſecond Crea- 
t1on, waen Life comes again to reign over Death, and ſwallow 
it up, and overcome and ſubdxe it ; and who comes to witneſs 
this (the new Creation ) they know Life appearing through op- 
poſitron, and thfough the deſtroying of Death, and all its works 
and fruits: for ( HRIST is whe Life, ard he is the Seed of 
the Woman,Which bruiſeth the Serpents head, who hath the power 
of Death ; Life bruiſeth his Head, brerketh his Oruernment, 
and deſtroyes his works, as it appeareth and riſeth in the Crea- 
rere ; and Death and its works oppoſeth Life and its mamnfeſta- 
tion and appearance, and gainſayes it, and often quencheth it 
10 1tS appearances. 
Now the firſt axce of Life in the Creature, it convincerh 
and reproveth the worſt of Ts the words that proceed 
2 f1cm 
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from Death which are wwrighteons words, and wr: ghteows works; 
and Life when i it rites, it reproves them and condemns them : 
and ti ugh Death doth oppoſe and gaintay the Operation of 
Life ; yet Life works through, and overcometh, lubdueth,and 
(walloweth up Death, and deltrove ; all its warks in tne ſecond 
(reation : and Lit, e aQ 211 CO:MCS to taxe poll ellion of the Crea- 
tnre, wich nt mage in ene dev INNING 3» ne Lit e COMCS tO-Te1g0 
again, Whoſe Right 1t is to 1Civ" ; | by it the Creature 
Alas tad all Creatures were in tc Wo nning tormed and 
b1o:. Kant fort1,and therfore it 15 its Rigar ty 1C1gn, and to have 
the dominion over the works of its ova han !S, WA0m {ince te 
beginning in Trantgrethon, tz Devil and Death, and nis fear 
ot Governmen: hath tad the potletſion of : and CHRIST the 
Power of God, and the L: je, ant cen as It were dilpoſleted : 
and thus the firſt Creation hath de en defaced, and lo{t its Glory; 
and jt hath been corrupted and > 4 quite from the 
perfect ſtate as 1t vas created in; and WERET hath been ſer- 
Vant to anc :her Pover, and led capt TYC Dy another Power than 
the Power that made him, and anocher Covernnent hath been 
eltablithed over him, and ano:her Law hath exercited him 
thay the Government and Lai of the Great or, ( to wit) the 
Power and Government, and Lai of Dearth have had the Rule, 
Crvernment and Exercije of Man, and of the 64 Creation, and 
\ereby all things have been Wuiverticd from = PIOPel and 
-erfod place and ſerv 1 to W.nch they were ordained in the 
bavimnghy rcaton of Tranigrettion and the : TC1gN; ng of ed ples: 
and Man h2th bzen hel, | 1n 1 Captivity, and in fore Bondage, 
and ſubrect to all rm /cryand d; ſtr e| $ QC! PIILVC a of #whty With ls 
Aſaker, a9 GCPINV ed of (2 com rta! le uſe and benefit 6 te 
Creauen : {that of all Creatures hz hatin been the mott mi- 
erable , bein? neld in Bonde an\ Captivity UNQCT I!)e 
I/-5VeCr of 4 Dark, WW! IC nat rule (| an.l 1ei2ncd oOVe 11 wer and in 
1m, bens ay, ayes ſubject to Dh, ws & to the ('nr/e 
an LAs ger of tae 1. OaD: and 11byject to doubrings and fears, 
and * ect to contra miſery and ſorrow : and all this is, de 
Conte Peah ati reigned and had dominion ; even that which 
at fi:lt un tie Deginnmg of Tranterethion, betrayec 11m of the 
[ite and fellow/hip With God, L12t 29! polcthon 1 it 1elt to Ieign, 
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and to have th2 Power, w hich ever ſince hath reigned, and al- 
wayes Coth, till tte appearance cf the Life again, W hich & C0:h 
appcatr in tne Creature for this en ad, lO 67 erceme and Jubgng 
Death, and celtioy t11s works, 1! natitieltn ay reeg and tice the 
Creation t1om 1s deger eration and Corrup: ton, and free Man.- 
kind from his bexdage and < Y, and tom his mw ſery and all 
hs trouble, Waich 1s COT © upon tim by reaſon of Death, 

And this Comes to paile in the New-( reaton When Lite is 
born again, tore and reign again, and to t\vallow up Demb, 
and to 1ubdue i it waolly 5 and 1tS Aur dom and Gorerrment, Ar 4 
then Man again 1s become a Sor ot G eos an Heir of Sal- 
2 4'ien, and no more Death reigns in him, nor hath power eter 
1m, W nen he 1 IS reftored out of - PI ay tnen, as Death 
nath rergs ed ana had power 1n Tranſs Tethon, Life thall ſo rerg' 
12 and over the Creature, in the News Creation, when that 1S 
brovohe forth, as Death hath rergned in the Old-C reation 11 
1 ranigreffion and Ditobecence : And Life will atiſe to rerg 
anc rule over all, and in all, though it be through great eppoſi- 
tro); ; the Pody of Death thall be rut off, and the Government of 
Deat þ (hall be /ubdned, and 2ll 9 Works, Fruits and Eftects 
of Death thall | be deſtroyed and done away, and i its place ſhall ro 
more be found, + 2$ to bring torth Fruit 3; for its ſfixg ſhall be 
taken away, and ſhall no more wourd, nor prerce, not hart the 
Creature : For the ſtirg of Death ts Sim and that hath wWoundec 
and hurt the Creature ; and when this comes to paſle, then 
there 18 g/ory and ve, oNciy g over all, for Lite hath tiallowed up 
Dath, and overcome it, and the carſe of Sorrow 1s removed an 
taken away, and the RK 1vgaens cf I :te 1s cltablithed in the 
('reature, and 1s ſet vpon the Top Of D: ath's Ringdem, and 
keeps 1t under; and 1t there be br a 1:110n of Death that would 
[p1110'g vp, Or appear 1n the Creature, Life judoeth it Cevny 
and condemns it. And this Kingdom, is Righteenſreff, Toy, 
and Peace, full of Jeers Righteonſs e/s and Equity, and there 
1s nothing in 1t that doth defile or detiroy, or bring ſerrow o* 
wilery:; but Life rules over all that, and [nbdues ne Carnie 
thereof, and removes every thing that would imbontage or 
captivate the Creaune in evit: And this Kingdews is not of 
rþ43 World, but from Heaven and heavenly; and the Birth im- 

Ir; ad 
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mortal 1s Heir thereof, which recerves the Crown and the Kirg- 
dom of Eternal Life. | 

Naw the Kingdom of Death is of this World, which is defiled 
and degenerated : (ain was 2 SubjeRt of this Kingdom, and 
Eſa that was a Reprobute, and Judas that betrayed the Life, 
and all the Wrngodly and Generation of the H1ck'd lince the be- 
ginning, they were all of the Kingdom of Dearh,and the King- 
dom of Bare ruled in them, and brought forth its works 
through them, and its exerciſe 11 their hear:s and 1n their lives; 
And through its power they oppoſed and gainfayed the Life, 
and they fought againlt the Kingdom of Lite and Rightecuſneſs , 
and ſuch were the Phariſces who put Chriſt ro death, who 1s 
the Life. Death reigned over all thele, and they were of the 
Sock of Death,and they were of this World, and had their Con- 
verſation below in the earthly things ; and kneiv not the Life, 
nor its Government, but were ſtrangers to it, and enemies to 
It, as all are at this day, who are rrarſgreſſors againlt the Life, 
and all ſuch are ſubject to the Curſe, to Sorrow and Miſery, 
and the Anger of the LORD; but who comes to feel the 
Life, and the obedience to 1t again, Death is deftioved through 
Death , for, through the death of Death, Death comes to 
deftrozed, and no otherway : which the Life works, and the 
Life works through Death, and overcomes it, and ſwallows it up; 
and this 1s the ſecond Creation, and the new Creation, where Life 
reigns over all, and doth poſleſ(s the Creatwre, as it did before 
Tranſereſſion. The Life is the Light, and the Life is the Law, 
and Life lives, moves, and acts the Creature; and ({HRIST 
who is the Life, becomes all :n all; and bleſſed are they who 
wait for this, and do witneſs it : to ſuch am I known in theſe 
things, where the Kingdom of Death is overcome and (Wal- 
lowed up of Life. 
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CHEAT IL 


A Teſtimony concerning the Myſtery of Go Þ and God- 
lineſs ; and, concerning the \ lyſtery of the Devil and 
Inquity. 


Here are two great Myſteries in their inviſible being, and 
in manife(tation to us in the world, ( that is to lay) the 
Myſteryof GO D and Godlineſs, and the Ayſtery of the Devil 
and Im1quity, Theſe are two great Myſteries, which do dilco- 
ver and act themſelves forth in, and among, and through the 
children of men in this Creation ; and thele ewo MyiFeries are 
contrary one to the o0:her,in being, in nature, 1 works, in fructs 
and effetts; and they are in ſtrife one againlt the other, the one 
continually oppoſing the other, and liriving for the Creature, 
Mankind, to be the Inltcument to diſplay themſelves through, 
1n vitble appearance ; for the Creature Man and Women 1s 4 
Veſlel wherein theſe Myeries are contained, and whereby 
theſe Myſteries do ſhew themſelves forth in the world ; ang all 
the ſons of Adem upon the face of the Earth ace poſſeſſed with, 
and of, one of theſe, (that is to ſay) The Myſtery of G OD, or 
the Myſtery of the Devil do manitett themſelves forth through 
every Man and Woman; and through all the ſons of Aidan 
upon the face of the Earth, the war frmats and effetts of one 
of theſe are brought forth. 

And as#ot the Myſteryof JOD, it is 1nfimuic and eternal in 
being, and Which was, and #s, and zs io come, Without beginmng 
or exd : and this Myftery reacheth it ſelf forth more or tels iu 
every creature upon the face of the whole Earth, and 1s. the 
Life, and Being, 1nd Subſtance of all Things ; and all Creatures 
upon the face of the Earth, whether mwrable or immevable, is 
a partaker of this Myftery; and this CAyftery is vailed and 
hidden ſecretly :» and #nder all things that have a being, and 
whatſoever the Creature brought forth, even in the greateſt 
appearance thereof ; and its goodneſs and verrwe, in whatform 
or appearance locyer, .15 but the produttior, or the manifeſta- 
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tion o6 the Myſtery | G OD, for the: life of every Creature, 
and the vertwe of every Creature 15 a Myſtery, and proceedeth 
out of the great Aſter of G OD, waois Life it felt, Ierrme it 
felt, Goodne,s $10 elt, an4 Bein it telf ; and 1s tag Gooine s an! 
the Verine, and the Life and . Ta of all Things and Creatures 
UPON UNC tace of the Earth ; io on at every thing 7 that aath a 
he! N2, CVen t: ac Wackg anu ls: 994/ y, are nut without this Ay- 
fiery in ſorne manner 07 other ; to: oy Hun every Creature is, 
an.{ hath its tult being, 

But now more pertealy doth the*Mſtery of G O D appear in 
1118 Servants, andinh his Children who are boin of Him, and 
begotten by Him, and they have the ſeace and feeling, 5 
M1. lerjtardis :g of this Moitery more than any o:her Creatures ; 
and this is thei G/ry and Crawn above all other Ce: 
upon the face of the whole Earth ; tor they only, I ſay, who 
are redeemed ts God, and born e "the Sp ri Z $ ney are them thac 
have the ſence, and feeling, and waderſtarding of this Myſtery, 
even of the Myſtery of GOD, intiau, erd/efs andeternal, And 
tl:ough this Afiftery be tidin all other Creatures, and manifelt- 
ing it ſelf through them, yet tas Myſtery is not known to them, 
nor wxderftood of them, nor of any o:her Creature (1 ſay) be- 
des the Children of the Lord, 4n waom this Aysteryis only re- 
vealed; for they are them through Waom more maniteltly and 
plainly this Mytery is made manifeR, and to them revealed, 
and k-ows,, and felt in their Undertiandinos ; and they have 
the enjoyment thereof who &row God, and are known of him, 
and are entered into Covenant with him, into Ever/aſting Cove- 
xant of Toy and Peace ; and through them doth this HMhitery 
gu --Anbar\ even in the (19ht of all Creatures, in works of 

conſne(s, and works of Parity, and works of Goodneſs, of 
ae of Truth, of Peace, and of /1ſdom, in their exerciſe of 
ehings : : and i in this manner, and by theſe fruits and et- 
fects doth the Myery of G OD thew it ſelf forth through his 
Children, 1 in whom the My#tery is opened, that is hid in all 
other Creatures : And this 1s the Crown of the Children of the 
Lord, that are born from Heaven, and from above, that the 
Myitery of GOD is felt and exjojed by them, and more mani- 
telt to chem than in any other Creatures: And to know this 


Myſtery 


Centireing the Myſtaryvf the Dovil,Sees 1g 
Myſtery f GOD, is Life Eternal ; and to have the under- 
Kanding of his Leadings, of his Jadgm-nt, of his Mzrcy, and 
of his Counſel, and of the operation of lus Power; to feel this 
in the Underitanding, this 1s Fox,and a Crown of Glory, where 
the Myſtery of G OD 1s revealed in Spirit. 


And as for the Myſtery of the Devil, it is darkneſs, and in 
darkneſs; and it ſhews ic ſelf forth in the Kngudly, and. in 


the ſons of Adaw in rarer; ion, and in ſuch onel doth this 
Myftery of Imqmity, Six, and of ;be Devil diſplay ic 


ſelf forth im all aw:ghreonſneſſe and fix; and that which is 
contrary to the Creator in works, words and thewphts ; All 
theſe things are th2 manifeſtation of the Myitery of rhe Devil, 
and its frauts and effetts, who is out of the Truth, who is vailed 
and covered, and hidden in the hearts of the Kngedly, and in 
the hearts of the ſons of Adew inthe Fall: This Myſtery was 
not from the beginning , as the other, but when the Devil 
went out of the Truth, and had led Man's wind out of the 
Truth, and taken of the heatt of Man, and become 
ruler and lord there , having gained authority over Man 
through Man's obedience to: hum, then began this Myſtery to 
diſcover it ſelf, and a& ir ſelf through the Creature z and this 
was fince the beginning : And thqygh no other creature be an 
Agent to manifeſt forth this Myſtery but Man, yer Man in his 
exeraiſe of all Creatures, or all Creatures mou the exer- 
ciſ: of Man in tranſgreſſion, there is ſhewed forth this Myfte- 
ry of Inignzty, that ſecretly lurks in the ſpirits of ly men ; 
which ſpirtr of unrighteoulneſs, the Myſtery of the Devil, leads 
Man into all finfulneſs, of draxkewxcſi and wncleannefs, and fuch 
like, and hath polluted the Earth, and defiled all Creatures 
through Man's exerciſe in them: and this is truly an appea- 
Tance of the Myſtery of the Devil; yet be hath other appeatan- 
ces, and other t of tus Myſtery (to wit) ih a way 
of ſeeming Righteouſneſs, and ſeeming Holineſs, and feem- 
. ing Purity ; and theſe ſhew the CAyfery of rouſeſs, 
the Myftery of the Devil, who deceives;he foil that 1s immor- 
- ral of the enjoyment of the Creator, .who is thedefire of the 
Jnomorcal Soul ; A ae form, and likgueſſe, _ þ 


ance 


it Conrerning thi _"_—_ MeDerh, de.) 
tinge the Sea /mwvertal decei d begilited 
Fe whi th appearances in it, bar 8 not ſub 


flanc 
And wine the My of Lmiquity be but exc in it ſelf, -yec 
1t manifeſts 4 ſelf "on ing 5 ſometimes in ous roland 


and wickednef,, I ſometime 1n ſeennug 11 LLEEY and ho. 
lineſs, and mn a forms of Reli 10n Without power > But the Lord 


18 atiſen to confound the Myitery of the Deal and Þnguity, and 


will diſcover it, and d Kt; for it is the Afopftery of Iniquit 
that x arte 1» the Chi tx of: Diſobedience, that are ? ” 
God ; 'ati{ through ring ion of this Myſtery are. pt 
at a difance from the _ _— out -of Kay and oper 
wich Him : and this Myf aye amgeity Worketh biddealy, 
known bur in the Erernal Eye, which Lea through the ſnric of 


Creatures , and comprehendeth and fathometh over the = 
twre of things, and'can judge þ ond rhe even in 
the ground, deſore ation appeareth: tor while © hors» od 
Fel and aQting Helipeſs and A ehrroufonſs Be yer 
nok d by the Power of the Lord, nor renewed in aaure, 
| fri, from the frf Adam to the ſecand, the Righ- 
+ and Holinft Ancoghclond in that ſtate, is butt the act 
ing of the Myſtery 
Sheeps thathing ; 


and the "of putting on the 
afye = will judge, Dry 
ces Without life, and al will 


5 Without e, All r 
the Lord judge and aft, and brite to wought ; fog at 1s 


but the workyng of the !rftery of che Devil, who is ut of the 


Truth, 
And this Ayer hath more wounded ſince the dayes of 


the Apoſtles, than in Ages" firice the begi » in as much 
as this Myftery bach opened and diſplayed ir ſelf forth in a 
bigher appexrance and fairer ſhew rs it didbefore ; for 


this M hath inthe Temple F Got and ſhewed: ut ſeit 
to be God, and been worthi all rhat is called God - 
of Sin, wary toy 


This I 
the Fry (manly venir it le 2x the Shrepes 


and as ChriJhians and Chwrcher; all which hath been for'matry 
Ages.the manifeRtation vf this: Myſtery, while thac the _ 
Bery of the Devil hach not been deſtroyed: but now ivahe 


Lord 


arever ; 

e it, and. or it; 
Of door Myfery, but 
Rr ie 


- Myttery of Life 


of this is Airy #6, which is 
irnal Salvation. | 


CHAP.'1H1. | 
4 Teftimong concerning trac Liberty of Conſcience, 
what if u tn it ſelf, and how it u obtained; and what 


the true Guide and Rule 4 of the Exerciſe of Con- 
ſcience. . 


WY.» ft 
fe is as I have received fromthe Lord : 
6 Tieropr (Gnleience Jer ger af thay - 
wr wr rgtary 1, ran[pre 
; Cn i ot ae 
Es TY er ng whether inward or ontwart : 
| Conſcience, Bs 1 Ca9.ig og lorry when it is freed from the berden 
Ay 5 of Sim pail, and from the preſent temapt 109. wat 0 
till this 18 w3eomfſed, there is ws. true of Cen- 

Eg Fes ugty ang whaſanner, which is Rod er, 
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rt Rogue and or dhe Com- 
yore : NTT freedoms from all Sin ard Tran. 
_ - ix, where the of Sin Sin and Dentbioparof and 


Evil is , and the guilc of it taken away, 
RM where the Conſcience is'wruly exerciſed. by the Spyrir of 
Chriſt, which leaderh into all Troch, —Þ am preſerveth freim all 
Evill 4' Then is the Conſcience at liberty, and this is-trwe' Li- 
berty of Conſcience, when this is brou tforth in = .+. payrent 


For Six is brou he forth, and Trex there 
the Canſerencs is and the Cord of. agar in 
the {xſc:rnce; and it hath not ics liberty —_—_— Cy 

nor from the ſervice of the Dewl, becauſe the Spizi of God 
doth nor exerciſe it ; .but the'ſpjric 'ofunrghreoutnſ leadeth 
yd into the laſts of - thi rld,' into Lying, Jaap 1 


_" ifie, 'and Holazry ; 
he Freak $ bur or preſſeth. down, and is a 
_ the I —— _ the C {raſcience Is, bound 
within, and by the ſpirit of the world, wich 
ea to the —_ there is no power of man with- 


__ can ſet that Conſcienc free, or Live /iberty to it ; becauſe 
the Cord of Iniquity hath boundit withis, and the harden of 
gviltis upon it, and ('orſcrexce lies wader bondage, unexerciſed 
with the Spirit of God, which « free, and ſeretb free the Con- 
ſcience in the praQice of all Good, and from the-power and 
captivity of all Ewil, 

Therefore, before trne Liberty of Chbſeiewes be wiindſed, or 
any have- erae Liberty in Conſcaexce, Iniquity muſt nd Tfte 
ext, ' and Sin ancked, and the body of Death pat of, Gur 
' waſhed 'awey, and the Anointing received that teadeth into all 
Fruth, bs the Blood of Chriſt (the Segd) fe/c, that ſprink- 
tech the Conſcience from all fin, and works of the fleſh, and 
waſheth- away all that which Rains and defileth the Conſci- 
ence, and hes the pare a IG: hath its rrae/ 


berty from th 
bender eMEvil,and from the __ and inthe exerciſe 
of al and this is true Liberty of Con 

is attained, and by no other way mr means, than 


RT thus it 
of the Spores of Ged, which cutteth down 'the contrary : and 


the ſword 
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upon his Erſcrnce, 

outwardly Ls Co 

Grbere bi alice T2 "2-Joy and Pea == 
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- fret. heirs Co jo" cre but 

- Name. of x7 and his "Trach, ruth,” they be"peaſi ; and all 
der Es pris ty even an he nc their 

| onſcrences pm as to matnwards, - 

8 "der Glee _ the Enneneny doth bring padre. ys Jorterna 

By ; but that winch keeps 10”, 

chat keeps eqs Kin peers and Deſi rn Lago over all 
Perſecution atid evil men, which would ex- 

CEN dotninion Dn the Saints, - 

into cdptrorry ; as tumes —_ 
| heb younger you wis dF | 
| Barb der the Praha 
cife ofnr oper Ye Ged; which freeth the/ 

. particulars ( as id ehnorceaiingg 

ſeience to Godwa Godwards, by Laws, or Men, buten 

and liberty therein ;/ as much in Sefferzwgs and in fe. 

| wo under all the Cruelty of men;as LIE ages 5 

RITES Wow Y: 


. perth in Dent EE 


10 patience and forbiarance ; 


ice it is exerciſed, 'and hath 4 
Ver gk > 


__— cant pit Gag] on. rw 

bur in rg mk and in all rar ee, EE, : 
the Conſcience i is 1h, iberty in it ſelf, ke 

Fry the pate through all, overall, heyopd gl. at 
- Butnow, there hath. a goat Cay amo Eng 
nn ene pate) Þ FEET 

C34ENCe 14017 owers of I 
"a |  eocolerace La Jr od thas they might havethe 
Liberty-of chetr. iy Religion : and thus ſome have 
been looking roo Much withouz. for Liberty of Confeiettr Fs Fow 
Men, and frow Power: without thew, before 
were ſet free by the Lord wichin; and the boxd of Inipuighage 
ken, and that burden of and Gw/s done awap , which 


hath been a burdes and the Conſciexce.: Fox | 
Mn ce ily Att 


as for the 
Prodigy Er and m Li in prabiice 
Cham ama com» { onforgeity ; and thereupon have di- 

men, of divees Sees, kn rh the Dorey Men, and 


on[cuences; When 
their 


Men the Lhepertben ve, bet own 

_ called Liberty of { emſcience 2 i 

To ntonng ons 
ir own »H/ Harjo1p, ib 

from the violence of others "_ have a their Dee 


Wirſhips + for peop 


wg: en 7 73 


ws Li erect "Bib 
Ik en of the Farttr"ought ©6 SD 
CanRoncs] in the exerciſe of every Set of Religion 
2ll ro profeſs and praQtiſe theit Regiow, while while they walk 
juſtly and peaceably ina Land : : But here hath _ 
and decerveblene]s of the Lea of Saran, -int the 
from the {eat to the greee#t of all thoſe divers falſo Sell 


and Warſhippert ; they have" therein zealoufly gone-6nz and 
pleaded for theirSeRs and Worſhip, thoughineverſo gle oc 
no 2 WOK contrary to Tr«b,under the denomination of 


bert ſence ; and the Tale and 
Neth cant Rf xnkl al deceived; X A or | 
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cience is dark, and not ded with 


truly informed, nor 


and of the Father ; but a falſe Spirit ru- 


Spirit of the Lord, 
performing of ſuch.things which the Lord doth nor require, 
nor his it lead into the pratice of; but only the Tradi- 
tion and of men, hath placed a falſe Law 'and Cone- 
mandment, which requires a falſe obedience ; which many,whoſe 
I ed wag _ hes _—_—_ true ledge, 
they zealou orm and practiſe as the Yrſb:; od, 
thinking ew: a bound in Conſcience to Yate fuk 
things, and. not to leave them &#ndexe; when as" the Lord, 
and his righteous Spirit leadeth flot to them, nor yer his juſt 
Law doth require the doing thereof; but only a falſe Law and. 
Commandment is received by Precepts and Traditions of 
men, or from looking upon the PraQtice of others : By ſuch 
means as this, there is a falſe fear in a blind miſ-guided 
Conſcience, and a zeal. without true knowledge. | 

And thus it was amonglt the Jews in the Prophets dayes, 
they ſacrificed therr Children, and cut themſelves, and canſed 
their Children to paſſe through the fe, and did many 'things 
zealouſly ; when as ſaith the Lord, ho bath requiret theſe 
things at your hands ? for they come not into wy beart;* And 
Paul witnefleth the ſame of the Fews in his dayes, 'atid bore 
them record, tha: they bad a Zeal, bat it was not atcording to 
Trae Kudwledge. And thus the Fews were realouſly perform- 
ing that, as their Nety, and as out of a good Conſcience, Which 
;'L Ire Hot ut encrr OP | and fs made Con- 


ſcience to 


- 


o that, which the Lord required not , _ 
ON- 


Concerning Liberty of Conſcience. 25 
Conſciences were mſ-led, and not rightly informed ; and, as it 
was amonglt the Jews in this caſe in the dayes of old, ſo now 
1s 1t amonzlt the Chriſtians in the Apoſtacy, their Conſcience 
being mil-guided by a felſe ſpirit, they are doing and per- 
f>rming the things in great Zeal, and for the exerciſe of their 
Conſciences, which the Lord doth not require of them : Thus 
do the Papi/ts ; they do and prattiſe the things in great Zeal, 
and thiough a falſe Fear in their b/1rd Conſciences, Which things 
are in themſelves [dolatry, andnot commanded not required 4 
the Lord; as in many particulars I might thew, even in ma- 
ny parts of their Worſhip and Religion, which out cf a Fear, 
and blind Zeal, and miſ-guided Conſcience, they practiſe; which 
IS IN it ſelf but /do/atry, and not required nor accepted of the 
Lord. And many things in relation to the Protettaxts \or- 
ſhip,and among(t all the ſeveral falſe Seits upon Earth ; Which 
are done and practiſed in great Zeal, and out of a falſe Fear, 
and as inpretence of a pood Conſcience, and yet ate things in 
themſelves /do/atrow,as done and practited by them : And this 
comes to paſle, as I have ſaid, becauſe the Contcience 1s m- 
informed, and a falſe ſp.rit guides and rules in the exerciſe of 
Conſcience, and the underſtanding of the People is blinded, and 
they know not but they do well, though their minds are cap- 
uyated, and their winds and judgments in error ; and though 
there be a ſincerity to Godwards, and a defire of Him in the 
bottom, amoug ſome People of all Forms and Sects, and 
{ome of. all are zealous towards God in their practices, in 
their Religion and Worthips ; yet among all People, and 
| the Churches that have been for many Generations, there 
hath been great Error in Judgment, and much blindneſs in mind, 
and the Conſcience fallly exeiciſed rowards Cod, and the Su- 
pacngyen hath been, To the Knknown God ; and He hath 
een ignoramly worſhipped , and the Spirit of the Lord hath 

not truly exerciſed Peoples Conſciences, nor guided their 
Zeal, nor been Ruler in the Judgment ; And by this means 
the ſincerity and humility towards God hath been eaten out, and 
alwayes quenched, and the bare practice of things and pro- 
feſſion of Religion in the extward appearance, hath been more 
lookt at, than the Preſence of God telt in the Prattices : = 
| __ ES io -D ® 


& y = 2 : | ph " j4 8 n 
*% " : % & * 
a ; | « . 
$A.ace &. 5-0 4 OF I bo = * 4 on 4 . y 
s n 
\ . 


hands ; end this is, becauſe the Mind, and Heart, and 
Conſcience is dark, and not er»ly informed, nor guided with 


the Spirit of Trach, and of the Father ; but 2 falſe Spirit ru- 
lech Ted Hin the Conſcience, and it is not exerciſed with 


the Spirit of the Father that leadeth into all Trath : So 1 do 
acknowledge that Conſcience miy be mſ-ed, and miſ-guided 
and w;ſ-informed ; and Conſcience may be made of dong ſach 
and ſuch things which the Lord doth not require, and there may 
be a fear wot tavght of the Lord, not recerved by the ſence of hu 
Preſence, but only received into the heart by the Precepts of 


men, Example y ethers, (, ſtems of times, or the liks ; and here 


the Conſcience zing not truly intormed, nor guided by the 
Spirit of the Lord, thereis a falſe fear and zealoufneſs in che 
performing of luch.chings which the Lord doth nor require, 
nor his Spirit lead into the praQtice of; but only the Tradi- 
tion and s of men, hath placed a falſe Law 'and Com- 
mandment, which requires a falſe obedience ; which many, whoſe 
underſtandings are blinded, Hand being _—_ K+ ho e, 
they zealou orm and practiſe as | od, 
ok, Ow a bound i Conſcience to rae ſuch 
things, and not to leave them dwdowe; when ag" the Lord, 
and his righteous Spirit leaderh flot to them, 'nor yer his juſt 
Law doth require the doing thereof ; but only a falſe Law and 
Commandment is received by Precepts and Traditions of 
men, or from looking upon the PraQtice of others : By ſuch 
means as this, there is a falſe fear in a blind miſ-guided 
Conſcience, and a zeal without true knowledge. | 

And thus it was amonglt the Jews in the Prophets dayes, 
they Fe) anc their, Children, and cut themſelves, and_canſed 
therr Children to paſſe through wo and did many 'things 
zealouſly ; when as ſaith the Lord, bo hath requiret theſe 
things at your bands ? for they come not into wy heart; And 
Paul wieneſleth the ſame of the Fews in his dayes, 'and bore 
them record, tha: they bad a Zeal, btt it was not atcorling to 
Trae Kubwledge. And thus the Fews were realouſly'perform- 
;ng that, as their Nety, and as out of a good Conſcience, Which 
the Lord iced not at their hands ; and fo made Con- 
ſcience to do that, which the Lord required not , and their 


Con- 


o 
Concerning 
Conſciences were 91/-led, and not rightly informed ; and, as it 
was amonglt the Jews in this caſe in the dayes of old, ſo now 
1s 1t among(t the Chriſtians in the Apoſtacy, their Conſcience 
being mil-guided by a falſe ſpirit, they are doing and per- 
f>1ming the things in great Zeal, and for the exerciſe of their 
Conſciences, Which the Lord doth not require of them : Thus 
do the Pap:/ts ; they do and prattiſe Bn mn great Zeal, 
and through a falſe Fear in their bland Conſciences, Which things 
are in themſelves /delatry, and not commanded not required 4 
the Lord; as in many particulars I might thew, even in ma- 
ny parts of their Worthip and Religion, which out cf a Fear, 
and blind Zeal, and miſ-guided Conſcience, they practiſe; which 
1S1N it ſelt but /do/atry, and not required nor accepied of the 
Lord. And many things in relation to the Prote#taxts \Wor- 
ſhip,and amonglt all the ſeveral falſe Setts upon Earth ; Which 
are done and practiſed in great Zeal, and out of a falſe Fear, 
and as in pretence of a good Conſcience, and yet are things in 
themſelves /do/atrows,as done and practiſed by them : And this 
comes to paſſe, as I have ſaid, becauſe the Contcience 1s m- 
informed, and a falſe ſp:rit guides and rules in the exerciſe vt 
Conſcience, and the wnderſlanding of the People is blinded, and 
they know not but they do well, though their minds are cap- 
Uyated, and their winds and judgments in error ; and though 
there be a ſincerity to Godwards, and a defire of Him in the 
bottom, among ſome People of all Forms and Sects, and 
ſome of. all are zealous towards God in their practices, in 
their Religion and Worthips ; yet among all People, and 
_ the Churches that have been for many Generations, there 
hath been great Error in Judgment, and much blindneſs in mind, 
and the Conſcience falſly exerciſed towards Cod, and the Su- 
Perce hath been, Tothe Knknown God ;, and He hath 
een ignorantly worſhipped, and the Spirit of the Lord hath 
not truly exerciſed Peoples Conſciences, nor guided their 
Zeal, nor been Ruler in the Judgment ; And by this means 
the ſincerity and humility towards God hath been eaten our, and 
alwayes quenched, and the bare practice of things and pro- 
feſſion of Religion in the outward appearance, hath been more 
lookt at, than the Preſence of God telt in the Prattices : _ 
D C 
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the Zeal hath been more for the performance of ſuch things, 
thanfor Ged purely en;oyed thiough them : And thus it hath been 
thro oh [omareedens n the Ap poltacy ſince the dayes of the 
Apoliles at 1d true Churches : Many nave erred in their Judg- 
ments, and the Zeal for God hath proceeded out of the error 
of TJ»: " oments, and CUE Of m:|- i1:t 51 71At100 of ( "onſcriexce,and {ome 
other thinz,than only the Spirit of Godgnath ruled in the Fudg- 
mer!t, and been the exercite of peoples ('on{ciences, And this 
15 4 hint of things about rue Liberty of Corſet ence; and abour 
the Error in Judgment ; and the 6 lind Zeal in captivated ſin- 
cerity, 
| Now 1t may be objeed iy What ts the only abſolnte Rule of 
the right Exerciſe of Conſcience ; and when are Mens ( onſciences 
truly ended | e 
To this 1 anſwer, The only chief and perfe&t Rule of the 

right Exerciſe of Conſcience, both to God and all men, is, The 
SPIRIT of ( HRIST: for it is only that Which can 
truly guide the Conſcience, in Faith, Dottrine and Worſhip, 
and in all things towards God ; even the Spirit of ( HRIST, 
Which 1s the - vift of the Father, it only leadeth into all Trath, 
as it is written ; and all, whoſe Coniciences are guided and 
exciciſed by it, are in {rity and Peace 1n their Worſhip, De- 
ttrine, and Keligion ; for the Spirit of CH RIST is but one 
nit (elf, and ouideth the Conſcrence into the ererciſe of one 
Truth ani Faith ; and in this ſame Spirit 1s the rrue HKmion 
and (Commune! ot Sants in Religion and Worſhip, ard this 1s 
manifelt through the Scriptures ; for. the Apoltle exhorted to 
walk inthe Spirit, nd by uf . and as Many as walked by the 
Rule of the <p Wa xpor; them : and it is the Spirit of 
CHRIST, the Everlaſting Comforter, that teacheth all T5ath - 
and the Holy Anointing of the Spirir thar dwelt in the Saints, 
ratght them all things ; . and they rieeded mo man t9 teach them, 
{nt ai the Anounirg Ph dweit i them, And then are Mens 
Contciences tiuly guided in all the aut of Righteouineſs, 
when tae Spirit of God eudeth the Conſcience, hd is the 
Rule of all Fa: th, Dettrine and Pratiices. 

So that Traditions of Men, Preſcriptions of Councils, gAnti- 
quuty of Time, C Commandments of Afcn, rot Example of _ 
Vile 
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without the Spirit of Chriſt, cannot be the oxely true Rule of 
the Exerciſe of Conſcience ; for all theſe things are change- 
avle, alterable, and 1.3132 to variations, and therefore can- 
nat intallibly vmde the Conſcience in the Duty towards Gnd, 
nor 1ivhtly exercite the Conſcience in Knity and Peace ; but 
witle a Nation, or Kingdom, or People walk by the Rule of 
Tralitons, Preſcriptions, Commaniments of Men, Example of 
others, or th* like, they erre in Judgment, in Faith, Do- 
ctrine and Worthip, and are all divided, and gn Conten- 
tions about theſe matters, becaule their Rule of Conſcience 
and Judgment 1s dowh:ifu! and alteratle, and not infallivle ; and 
theretore th2y have no perfect aflurance of God's acceptation 
to thein in their Faith and Reirgion, nor perfect Peace and 
Unity in their Fe@rh and For/h:;p; But as the Rule of their Con- 
ſciences in their Duty towards God 1s divers, ſome makes one 
thing and ſoine anotber their Rule ; 1o are they divers and (i- 
vided, in what they hold, profeſs and practile, and are but 
of great Babylon in their Religion : And becauſe that ſome- 
thing beſides. the Spirit of God execciieth the Contcience ; 
therefore is it, that here are ſo many wayes and Sets of Re- 
ligion and kinds of Worſhip in Chriſtendom, and among C hr;- 
ſtrans, wnile the Spirir of Chriſt only 1s not the Rule of Judge- 
ment, and Exerciſe of Conſcience to God and Man; for the only 
prrfeit Rule of Conſcience in the exerciſe to God, 1s the Spirit 
of Chrift, and not any other thing. 

And now, wholoever thall pertecute the Exerciſe of Cor- 
ſcience, when guided by th2 Spur of Chrilt, ſuch perſecure 
Chriſt Teſs : And this 1s Perſecution for the Name of Christ, 
when Sntterings are inflicted, as Reproaches, Impriſonment, 
or Whatſozver , for the exerciie of- Conſcience towards God 
by his Spirit : but, and it any arc perſecuted for Rel:gios- 
ſake, only ſo, if that in ſuch their Exerciſe of Rel1gion they 
are not euided by the Spirit of Chrilt, yer that ſuffering 1s 2 
kind of Perſecution alto : If, I ſay, the ſuffering be only for, 
and becauſe of their Religion-ſake, and they walk jutily and 
righteouſly as men ; lo that (as 1s ſignified about the mille 
of this Chapter ) though ſome may profeſs good Conſcience, 
and cry for- Liberty thereef 1n_their talle Sect and Religion, 
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not taught them by the Spun of Chriſt ; yet the Civil Ma- 
viflrate ought not to punith and uſe violence to ſuch for their 
Religion; bur if they do, they perſecute, and the Lord will 
Jay it to their charge. Bur yet this 1s ſafe for all, firſt to 
obtain trme Liberty of Conſcience to Godwards, and to rc- 
ceive the Spirit of Chrift, to be taught only by it, in the Exer- 
Cile of Conſcience and Religion, that they may not Cerre in 
Conſcience and Judgement in Spiritual matters, nor ſuifer 
wrongfully finder pretence of AKighteonſnfſſe-ſake , when a8 
it 1s not truly lo, 
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Concerning the Diverſity of Judgements in 
RELIGION. 


O all ye that are of divers Judgments and Opi- 

nions in, and concerning Sp!ritual matters ; who 
are divided about matters ot Faith , Dottrine , II'or- 
ſh1þp, aud Church-Government 5 ſome of you holding 
one thing, and ſome another different and contrary to 
- that; being divertly divided in mind and heart, con- 
cerning the matters that are one in themſelves, and-to 
which you all aſſent, as tothe things in themſelves, 
and yet are different and contrary-minded about the 
ſelf-ſame things : To you all I am moved to write, that 
ſo ye may be informed perfealy; firſt, What the Cauſe 
25 of your Diviſions, and why it us thus amongſt you: 
And fecondly, Of the bad Effetts and Frazts juch Di- 
v!/ons have brought forth : And laſtly, the means and 
way gf Reconciliation, that ye may come into Love, and , 
Peace, and Knity with God, and one with another, 1 
all chings pertaining to his Kingdem, 

Firſt, The Cauſe 'of your Divifions , and of the 

. Diverſities of Judgements and Opinions that are 
amongſt you concernirg the things and matters of , 
God's Kingdom, 1s , Becauſe you want the Spirit of 
Ged to guide you, and it 1 nt the Rule of your Know- 
ledge and Judgment; and you wanting the Spirit of 
Gon, in which is Unity among Saints, therefore 1s it 
yOu 
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you are ſo divided, and divers, and different, and con- 
trary one to another in theſe things 3 1t 1s, be Cauſe ye 
want the dS fart of Gol, I lay «0 hich on ly teachceth the 
true Knonleage of God, and g1VCS an Underjtanding in 
all lis WWayes and Alatters ; It is the Spirit of God 
that reacheth true Faith, true Dotirine, and true IT 'or- 
1p, and all things about Church, Meniſtry, and Rel:- 
gon; and it that you had the Sprtt of God 1m you, 
and were taught and guided by it, it would teach you 
into one Faith, and one Truth, and into the rrue 1 0r- 
ſorp , and into the true Church-Government , and you 
would be in unity and peace; And it you all had the 
Sprrit of God that gave forth the Scriptures, and by 
which Spirit the Saints of God were guided in dayes 
paſt, it would teach you into #mity, and to be of one 
mind, one heart, and one foul in all the matters per- 
taining to God's Kingdom, 1 in Fazth, IVorſp, Dattrine, 
and all things elfe; 1t you had the Spirit of God, I ſay, 
and were taught by it, then you would have #mty 
with God, and one with another, in all his wayes , and 
there would have becn no Drurſion nor Contentior 
amonglt you about Yprritual matters ; but becauſe you 
want that , theretore you have ſtrife and div!//on a- 
mong(t you,even throughout all Chriſtendom ; Here's a 
Nation and a Kingdom liolding ſuch a Fazth and 17 - 
/r7, and there's another People holding Farth and 
I'orfhip contrary to that 5 and here s one Sect of peo- 
ple, and rhere s another, different in Faith, Fudement, 
and Oprnton ; and this is a ſhame to whole Chrit en- 
dom, that all ſhould profeſs Chriſt Jeſus, and Faith 
m him, and Se/tation by him, and his Do&rine and 
Il'or Gp and yet be in ſtrife and airrſion, and in great 
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contentions concerning the ſame 5 ſome holding and 
practizing one manner of Farth, Iorſbrp and Dottrene, 
and others holding contrary and different 3; and this 
ſhews that ye are all fallen trom the Lite of Chriltia- 
nity, as it was held in the Apoſtles dayes amonglt tho 
true Churches ; tor they were of one heart, mand, ſoul 
and fprrit, as it is written 3 they were of one Farth, ot. 
one IWorſirp, of one Dottrine, and had one IVay ot 
Church-Government 5 and this continued among the 
Churches of Chriſt, till there were ſome that had er- 
red trom the Spirit of God in their own Conſcrences, 
and then they alſo erred in Faith, in Dofrine, and in 
all other things relating to God : And theſe were the 
Apoſtate Chriſtians that had erred trom the Spere, and, 
aruided thernfelves from the true Church, and drffered 
in Judgment amengſt themſelves ; and this was, be- 
cauſe they had erred from the Spirit. of God, which 
would have kept them in unity with God, and one with 
another : for the Spirit is the Bond of Peace, and the 
Seal of the Covenant of Love among the Saints, So now 
all ye who are divided in your ow and fudge- 
ment, and are 11 contention one with another about the 
matters pertaining to God's Kingdom, you are the 
Apoſtate Chriſtians, and you are without the Spirit of 
Chriſt : The firtt Apoſtate Chriftians erred from the. 
Spirit, and fo became divided from the trae Fazth, and 
trom the true Worſhip , and alſo among © themſelves; 
and you never yer received the Spirit of Chriſt that 
you. might come into &nity and Fellonfo:p with God, 
and one with another 3 and that is the reaſon of all 
your Divifions in Religious matters, becauſe you 
have not received the Spirit of Chrift, to teach on | 
an 


_ 


32 Concerning the Drverſity F 

and to unite: your hearts to God, and one to another 3 
but you having the Scriptures, traditionally, by de” 
ſcent through Ages, which do deſcribe and declare 
of that Faith and Dotrime, and of the IVorſh;p and 
Church-Government, which were among the Saints of 
old, which they held and a , and from the 
Scriptures which declare of the things, from thence 
you take up a Conceit and fallc | *unng and an 
Imitation , and a falſe Conformity ; and then each 
fort of you call that your Faith and Church-Govern- 
ment, and ſome after one manner of form, and ſome 
after another 3 and thus you are divided, becauſe you 
want the Spirit of God that gave forth the Scriptures; 
which Spirit did work true Fazth in the hearts of them 
that gare them forth in daycs of old, and it taught 
them Worſhip, Faith, Dottrine, and all things concern- 
ing Gods Kingdom, for the Sprrit led them into all Truth; 
aud now you wanting the ſame Spirit that wrought in 
chem, and taught them ; and you having but their 
words ( to wit, the Scriptures ) from thence, in the 
Wiſdom which is below, and in the carnal Reaſon, 
and in the firft mans underſtanding, eack Nation takes 
up a conceit, that it is ſo and Io, and takes up an Imi- 
ration of ]/orſbip and Church-Government according to 
their own ſenſual wiſdom, and accordiny to the bredth 
and depth of their Conceits ; and then imitates, and 
that ſeverally and diverily, and in a divided manner ; 
and this is amongſt Kingdoms, and amonglt Nezghbours 
and Brethren, this Divihion in matters of Faith, Worſh: 

and Dotrrne, and Church-Government ; and yet all theſe 
have had the name of Chriſtrans, and Church-Members, 


aud [For ſo1ppers of God, but yet are of many vo_ 
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of Worſhip , holding different and contrary Princi- 
ples of Faith and Dofrine, and allo of IVorſbip and 
Church-Government ; and thus have Natrons, Cittes and 
Countries been tor many Apes ; and thus hath it been, 
and is at this day amongſt the Apoſtate Chriſtrans, that 
want the Sprrzt of Chrilt to be their Rule, of Knor- 
ledge, of Judgment, and Worſhip , and of their Farth 
aud Prattices in Religion, Aud this 15 a ſhame to 
whole Chriſtendom, amongſt whom the ſpiritof An- 
tichriſt hath entered , which hath thus divided Na- 
tions, Cities, Nerghbours and Brothers ; for all theſe Di- 
vifions about Religion among(t the Apoſtate Chritlti- 
ans, are of Antichriſt, and notof God; it is that ſpirit 
of Antichriſt that hath wrought all theſe Diviſions, and 
planted them in the minds of People. 
Secondly: Concerning the bad Efetts of theſe D:- 
viſions in matters of Fatth and IVorſhip, as I have faid : 
This Drvcon in Religion hath begotten and brought 
forth very much Evil throughout the World, much 
heart-burning, envy, hard-heartedneſs, ſtrife aud conten- 
tion between Kyngs and Rulers, and between Nations, 
berwcen C:t1es , between Nerghbours, and between 
Brothers ; this Drwuifion hath wrought bad Effetts a- 
mong|t all theſe ; ſo that ichath brought forth much 
War and Bloodſhed between A7zgs, aud great Perle- 
cutions between Rulers and their People , and great 
Debate and Strife amongſt Neighbours and Friends ; 
fo that great Murders and loſſe of many Lives have 
been produced and brought forth upon this Quarrel, 
abour Diftcrence in matters of Faith and Rel:gion ; 
and Antichriſt hath not only divided people in Tad £= 
ment, but hath alſo Leto people into rage and envy, 
'£ to 
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rothe &;Ting and deſtroying of one another ; and even 
that Diviſion about Sprr:tual things, begotten by An- 
tickriſt amongſt falſe Chriſttans, hath been turned in- 
to perſonal enmity, and brought forth in the end, mur- 
dering and on; tory bodies of Thouſands, when the 
original debate hath ariſen about Church-Government, 
or Pornts of Religion ; and this is the woful Effett that 
Druifien of Reltgron harh brought forth in all Chriften- 
dom. Andall this Fruit and Efﬀetts, as well as the 
Canſe of it, hath been of Antichrift, and of the Dra- 
on and the Devil throughout the World ; all this Per- 
ecution and ſpoyling of Goods, Impriſoming of Perſons, 
taking away of Lrves, and Bam/hment ; and whatſo- 
ever Perſecution otherwiſe that hath riſen and been 
inflited upon any , for and becauſe of Drfferences 
in Rel:gron, and about Farth and Worſhip, all this hath 
been of Antichriſt ; and even all Laws made for that 
end, and all Executors of ſuch Laws, and all Penaltres 
of ſuch Laws ; and all 1Vars and Blood/hed whatſoever, 
that have enſued only and upon the account of Diffe. 
rences in Religten ; that being the firſt, and the only 
ground of the Qnarrel ; All this hath been of Antz- 
chriſt, and it came out of the botromleſs Pre ; and never 
roſe fromthe Spirit of God, but from the Antichriſtian 
ſpirit of Envy and 1Wickedneſr, that hath firſt divided 
people about matters of Fa:th and Religion, and then 
provoked them to ery and malce, ſtirring up Kings 
ro fight one againſt another, that was not of their Re- 
ligron , but different and contrary to it: And fo the 
hearts of Rulers have been ſtirred up to perſecare all 
ander them, that were different and contrary in mat- 
eers of Faith , Worſhip, and Relegron; and wn the 
| pirit 


ſpirit of Antichriſt hath efleted throughout Chriſten- 
dom: aud ſo each King that hath ſtrongeſt, 
would maintain the Principles of his Fauhb, and the 
PraQtice of Rel:gten, according to his own Conceit, in 
his Dominions : And thus hath Relzgron, 1Vorſorps, 
aud Church-Government been ſet up and ſtood among(} 
Apoſtate Chriſtians throughont the World, by Force 
and Power, and by wolent Lars, and through Perſe- 
cutions and Murders ; and all this hath been by the 
ſpirit of Antichriſt : and the Spirit of God hath had no 
hand in thoſe matters, for the ſetting up and con- 
triving of falſe Faith, falſe Worſhip, and falſe Church- 
Government ; all this hath depended upon the Powers 
and Authorities of the Earth, through many Ages : 
and what Religion, and Church-Government, or Way 
of Worſhip, that Kings or Qyeens have ſer up, that 
only hath been promoted ; but all the reſt perſecu- 
ted and reſtrained by force and violence ; and all this 
hath been of Antichriſt. 

And now to all ye thatare of divers Judgments in 
matters of Faith and IWorſhip in Religron, this is a 
Caution to you all 3 and I da warn you all in the 
preſence of the living God, that though ye be divided 
in the behef and praftice of Spiritualthiigs, yet live in 
peace and wntty with all men, in all outward relations, 
and do notenyy nor hurt one anotners Per ſans; though 
you are in difference about Relzgron , yet ſuffer not 
that Difference to grow into perſecuting Or envymg one 
anothers perſons, but ſeek to iutorm one another, and 
inſtruct one another in the Spirit of Meckiieſs, and 

r{wade one another out of that which is ev, to that 
which is good, by. patience, gentleneſs, and long-ſuſfer- 
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eng 5 and do not force one another by wolcnce, nor 
perſecute one another, neither by words, evil-deeds, nor 
ations, bur live in /ove to the perfons every one of 
another ; and fight not with Perſons , nor kill one 
anothers Per/s with carnal weapons about Religion, 
but take the /prrituzl n eapors, and war with the Yprrze 
againſt the evil one 1m one another ; and /ove per- 
ſons though they are enemes, and this 1s Chriſt's Do- 
Arine z and never hercatter let your dtviftons about 
Spiritual things grow into prr/onal quarrels, to the en» 
vying or killing one another. And this is a Charge 
to you all 1 the preſence of the living God, 


Laſtly, The Means and Way to be reconciled and 
to come out of all Diviſion and Strife, and to come 1n- 
to Peace truth God, and one with another, about Faiti 
and Church-Government, 1s by the Sp172t of God ; and 
every one of you in particular guſt receive the Spirit 
of Chrilt, that it may work in every one ot-your hearts, 
true Faith, and teach every one of -you the true IVor- 
ſhip of God, and the way of Dottrine, and true Church- 
Government ; it1s the Spirit of Chriſt in every one both 
male and female, that mult reconcile and bring into 
nity with God, and one with another, in all S piritual 
things ; tor itis that which is the bond of Peace and Love 
among true Chriſtians ; and: it 1s that which reconcrles 
peoples hearts iato oneneſs : And 1t you receive that 
S711, every particular perſon of you, it will bring 
you tO be of one Fatth, of one ll orfhip, and then your 
Deitrine and Church-Government will agree: it you re- 
ceive the Jfartt that gave forth the Scriptures, it will 
work in you the /ame Faith, and lead you in the 
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fame way of Worſhip which the Scriptures ſpeak of, aud | 
then you will ceaſe taking up Conceits, and making- 
Imitations of Church-Governments from the Letter, bur 
the ſame Spirit will work in your hearts Faith and 
Knonledge inthe tulfilling of the Scriptures ; and this 
is true Chriſttanity, and the other is the way of all Apc- 
flate Chriſtzans, all Imitations trom rhe Zetcer without 
the $p:ir7t as gave ittorth: tor there is a great deal 
of difference between making a Contornmy in the 
Imitation of a Worſhip, and Church-Government, trom 
the Scriptures wthout the Spirit, and between the Spi- 
rits teaChing and leading into the ſame Trath, and ſame 
Worſhip and Church-Government, which the Scriptures 
ſpeak of ; the one is of Chriſt, and is in wnity, peace, and 
cuerlaſiing fellowſhip; the other is of Antichrijt, and is 
in d:v1/con, ſtrife and contention : ſo you mult all wait 
tor the Spirit of Truth, that you may, receive it, to 
work 1n-your hearts, to zeach you, and /ead you, or 
elſe you will never come to true Amen andieveriaſiing 
Fellowſhip nith God, and one nuth another ; neither can 
you be of one true Faith, in one true way of Worſhip, 
NOT un one way of Church-Government, exCept you recerye 
the Spirit, and walk m the Spurit. And theſe be the 
words of the Lord God unto you all, 


Now as concerning the way of Uniformity in Fazth 
and Church-Government , umpoſed upon Nations, and 
Countries and Cities, by cruel Laws of Kyjngs and Ru- 
lcrs, as hath been the practice through Chriſtendom, 
to Cauſe a whole Nation and Kingdom to bow and con- 
ferm to ſuch Principles of Faith, and IVor/#rp, and 
Churc! . Government, according to the will and pleaſure 

: | s7 


328 | Concerning the diverſity 
of a Krng, or a Ruler, ſuch #niformity and Knion and 
Fellew/51p among Chriſtians hath not been of Chriſt, 
where e have walked by Imitation , and con- 
formed to the Commands of Men in ſuch a Faith, or to 
ſuch a 1Vorſo:ip or Church-Government ; this hath not 
been of God, neither could this Unity ſtand or remain 
tor ever, but it hath periſhed, and will per:/þ where cyer 
Iris ; and that Farth and }Porſhrp, and Church-Govern- 
ment whiCh is ſo ſet up, and ſo held, will never ſave the 
Soul, nor comfort tt ; but it is blaſted of God : whilſt a 
Nation, or a Kingdom, or a People have #1iformity, or 
hold Farth, Worſhip, or Religion , either in the zgno- 
rance of their Conſcrences, or contrary to their Conſcren- 
ces, by the force of Mens Commandments, and not by 
the per/waſron of the Spirit of God in their own Conſcr- 
ences 3 ſuch Conformity, 1 ſay, is of Antichriſt, and not 
of the Father, neither can it ſtand in the Day of the 
Lord ; but the fire of his Wrath will conſume it : All 
the Apoſtate Chriſtians in their Uniformity of Faith, 
Worfhrp, and Church-Government, which is ſome other 
way, or by ſome other means, than only by the Spirit 
of God, is of Antichriſt, and will be confounded : tor 
there 15 no true Knity and Fellowſhip in the IWayes of 
God, and his Truth and Iorfhrp, but what 15 in the Spr- 
rit, and that Xnity will ſtand for ever, tor it isin GOD 3 
not feroned, neither becauſe of the [ove and fear of this 
world, as the other is. That #»formrty in Faith and 
TVorfhrp whiCi 1s forced upon People, is all but hypo- 
erifie and decert, both ro God and man, and God will 
judge it in the /mpoſers, and Impeſed : Theretorc no 
trae Unity in Farth, nor [7 orforp, nor in Rel: 11-4, but 
what 1s im and by the dS peret of God : tor as C.:ri{ttiins 
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come to divide themſelves into many wayes, and in- 
ro divers Seas when they went from the Spirit of God, 
and loft it, and whilſt they have been wzthout the Sprrit 
they have remained in Druifion, Strife, and Contention 
about Rel:gion; ſo now the means and way of true Knion 
and Felowſbip, and Faith, is by receiving the Sprrit of 
God again, and not any otherwiſe : and as Chriſtians 
are brought agaia to recetve this Spirit, and walk there- 
in, all d:vi/ion and ſtrife about Religion will ceaſe, and 
the curſed fruits and effects thereof will alſo wither and 
beno more ; but then &#nity, Peace, Bleſſedneſs, Ever- 
laſting Fellowſhip and C amor: with the Lord, and one 
with another, in all his Ways, will be witnefled amongft 
all People. 


THE END. *' 
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